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. . . very little do we have and inclose which we can call our own in the
deep sense of the word. We all have to accept and learn, either from our
predecessors or from our contemporaries. Even the greatest genius would
not have achieved much if he had wished to extract everything from inside
himself. But there are many good people, who do not understand this,
and spend half their lives wondering in darkness with their dreams of
originality. I have known artists who were proud of not having followed
any teacher and of owing everything only to their own genius. Such fools!

Goethe, Conversations with Eckermann, 17.2.1832
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